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URING the next year four million 

automobiles, equipped with sealed- 
beam headlamps, will roll onto the streets 
and highways of this country. Now, mil- 
lions of night-time drivers will experience 
far greater comfort and safety than ever 
before. 


With this change taking place, many of us 
in the electrical industry might well ask 
ourselves: ““What does this mean to the 
industry? How will the public respond to 
this better lighting? Will it tend to nullify 
the need for better street and highway 
lighting?” 


To answer these questions, let’s glance at 
the history of incandescent lighting in the 
home. A few years ago a 25- or 40-watt 
lamp was “good enough” to read by. To- 


day, millions of people are using 75- or 
100-watt lamps, and the trend is still 
upward. 


And remember, too, the era of “white 


way” lighting when a city would point 
with pride to its new luminous arcs or 
ball-cluster incandescents. One of the first 
results of this was a call for more light in 
store windows and shops along the way. 


The history of lighting bears out the fact 
that when people see what good lighting 
can do, their expectations—their stand- 
ards—are raised. Good lighting, regardless 
of the source, has always been followed by a 
call for still more lighting. 


Thus the sealed-beam headlighting system 
—to which General Electric contributed 
the all-glass G-E sealed-beam Mazpa 
lamp—is increasing the light consciousness 
of automobile drivers. It is speeding up the 
process of education that is needed to ex- 
tend Better Light—Better Sight to more of 
our streets and highways. We feel certain 
that it will lead to a greater demand for 
better traffic-safety lighting—to more light- 
ing load on your lines. 
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Power Policy Committee 


Starts Utility Meetings 


Secretary Ickes urges industry to advance construction programs to 
meet power needs in case of national emergency — President 
Roosevelt explains purpose of joint action in grid 


Discussions relating to the much 
reported national power grid and the 
part private electric utilities will play 
in the program began this week in 
Washington when utility engineers and 
executives met with the National Power 
Policy Committee and representatives 
of government power agencies. 

Although President Roosevelt has 
admitted that there is no immediate 
emergency in the electric power supply 
for the nation and soft-pedaled the gov- 
ernment national grid idea, indications 
are that a determined group of New 
Deal officials will continue to press the 
program, an idea growing out of the 
7-TVA regional plan which brought 
such a storm of criticism. 


President on Grid 


At his press conference last week, 
President Roosevelt said that he thought 
no new steam plants need be included 
in a national defense power program 
unless the United States actually be- 
came engaged in a war. He remarked 
that this country did not intend to get 
into a war. The original national grid 
idea called for government steam plants 
located at mouth-of-mines which would 
be tied into a transmission network ex- 
tending from the St. Lawrence down to 
the TVA and into the Middle West. 

Discussing the matter this week, 
President Roosevelt went considerably 
beyond his comments last week when 
he suggested that the utility companies 
probably could handle the matter of 


hooking together their power lines all 
by themselves and would not need gov- 
ernment money except perhaps in the 
form of RFC loans. At his press confer- 
ence on Tuesday this week he empha- 
sized his desire to develop a_ better 
integrated system of private and pub- 
licly owned utilities as an all-time 
adjunct of American industry. The 
President thought that the problem 
of interconnecting electric systems be- 
tween large industrial centers could 
be worked out along the “belt line” 
system, with the government taking 
the lead. 

Opening the Power Policy Commit- 
tee meeting with utility officials, Secre- 
tary Ickes urged the private industry 
to advance by a year or two its power 
expansion program. “I need not add 
that the more the industry is prepared 
to do to meet this problem of national 
defense the less the government will 
have to do,” Mr. Ickes told the group. 


Other Meetings Set 


Mr. Ickes stated that he would like 
to have consideration given to the 
possibility of linking together by means 
of high-tension lines the principal in- 
dustrial centers of the nation, thus pro- 
viding for the mobilization of reserves 
of electric power between regions. 

Conferences with utility officials will 
be held by the committee through De- 
cember 21. Utilities in the Baltimore- 
Washington area met on Tuesday, those 
in the Birmingham area on Wednesday, 
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those in the Boston area on Thursday, 
and those in the Bridgeport, Conn., area 
on Friday. 


Bids for new issue 


While the industry was preparing 
data to be discussed at the Power Policy 
Committee meetings the utility pot was 
boiling from heat applied in other di- 
rections. Otis & Co., Cleveland banking 
firm, pushed its battle with Common- 
wealth & Southern for a slice or all 
of the Consumers Power Co. financing. 
Before the *Securities and Exchange 
Commission, Otis & Co. made a new 
offer to purchase “all or part” of the 
proposed stock and bond issues. For- 
mer United States Senator Robert J. 
Buckley of Cleveland told the SEC 
that New York banking firms were do- 
ing most all of present day financing 
and that firms in the Middle West 
should do the financing of business op- 
erating in the area. 

The question revived the issue of 
competitive bidding for new capital 
issues rather than for utilities to con- 
tinue with present banking connections. 


Increases Underwriters’ List 
As an evidence of his desire to co- 


operate with the SEC, Wendell L. 
Willkie, president of Commonwealth 
& Southern Corp., announced on Tues- 
day that he had brought in six invest- 
ment houses in Detroit as additional 
underwriters of the proposed securi- 
ties offering. Mr. Willkie testified at 
the hearing before the SEC that he 
did not know of the commission’s at- 
titude toward spreading underwriting 
throughout the country until he read 
of it in a newspaper this week. 

“Nothing would make me happier 
than to have all of the Consumers 
Power bonds sold in Michigan,” he 
testified. “I know of no better protec- 
tion against attacks on the utility in- 
dustry than local ownership of utility 
securities.” 
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Portland Utility Signs 


Bonneville Power Pact 


Short-term contract provides for delivery of 20,000 kw. of firm 
power to Portland General Electric at $17.50 a kilowatt-year — 
Bonneville to receive $400,000 to $600,000 a year 


Portland General Electric Co. has 
entered into a short-term contract with 
the Bonneville Power Administration 
providing for delivery to the utility of 
up to 20,000 kw. of firm power and 
varying amounts of surplus power gen- 
erated at Bonneville Dam, according 
to Franklin T. Griffith, president of 
Portland General Electric. 

Secretary Harold L. Ickes said that 
the contract does not provide for re- 
sale rates, but specifies both parties 
will continue, with dispatch, studies with 
a view to entering into a long-term 
agreement containing such provision. 


First Major Contract 


The contract is the first important 
one closed by the federal agency since 
Dr. Paul J. Raver succeeded the late 
J. D. Ross as Bonneville administra- 
tor. The contract was signed after sev- 
eral months’ negotiations. 

Mr. Raver said that delivery would 
begin immediately from Bonneville’s St. 
Johns, Ore., substation, just north of 
Portland. When the project’s substa- 
tion near Salem, Ore., is completed the 
company may take delivery of not more 
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than 7,000 kw. at that point. Power will 
be transmitted to St. Johns over the 
“backbone” line of the Bonneville 
power network. 

The contract will result in an an- 
nual revenue to Bonneville of $400,000 
to $600,000, dependent upon the amount 
of surplus power made available to and 
used by the utility, Mr. Raver stated. 
The company will be charged $17.50 a 
kilowatt-year for firm power and 21% 
mills per kilowatt-hour for surplus 
energy. 

While the contract is to run one year, 
provisions have been made that in the 
event no agreement is reached on a 
long-term contract by August 15, 1940, 
the company will have the option of 
extending the contractual period by an 
interim agreement until December 1, 
1941. This provision was inserted to 
give the company time to arrange to 
meet its power requirements from 
some source other than Bonneville. 

The contract provides that the com- 
pany receive and pay for 10,000 kw. of 
firm power until June 1, 1940, and 20,- 
000 kw. from June 1, 1940, to October 
1, 1940, and that Bonneville shall sell 
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BONNEVILLE LINES—Transmission system of the government's Bonneville power project, 
showing lines constructed, under construction and proposed, together with location of 
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substations as proposed and under construction 
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the company such amounts of surplus 
power as may be available for use only 
in displacing higher-cost generating 
operations and not for meeting the 
company’s requirements for firm power, 
Before October 1, 1940, both parties 
will agree on the amount of firm power 
to be sold between that date and De. 
cember 1. This clause will leave Bon- 
neville free to negotiate with industries 
and various public and private agencies 
seeking long-term contracts for firm 
power. 

Mr. Raver said that both parties had 
been working for the past several 
months on the problem of resale rates, 
but had been unable to agree. He de- 
clared that the prime objective of the 
short-term contract was to provide for 
power requirements in the Portland area 
while further negotiations are under- 
taken which might lead to a satisfac- 
tory long-term contract containing low 
resale rates. 

a 


Wright Quits GRDA 
at Public Hearing 


Oklahoma’s troubles over its hydro- 
electric projects flared anew last week 
when R. V. L. Wright resigned as gen- 
eral manager of the state-controlled 
Grand River Dam Authority. Mr. 
Wright was picked by Secretary Ickes 
to manage the $20,000,000 PWA proj- 
ect. He resigned at the outset of a public 
ouster hearing on accusations brought 
by the authority which charged him 
with “inefficiency” after previously de- 
claring he was “unsatisfactory.” The 
public hearing had been requested by 
Mr. Wright. 

W. A. Lybrand, counsel for Mr. 
Wright, told GRDA chairman Ray Mc- 
Naughton that Mr. Wright came to the 
job at the insistence of Secretary Ickes. 
“He knows now you don’t want him and 
he feels that he should not continue and 
try to force himself upon an employer 
who doesn’t say he was incompetent,” 
Mr. Lybrand said at the hearing. There 
was no charge of corruption in office or 
the competency of Mr. Wright as an 
engineer. 

The dam is nearing completion, but 
difficulty was found in obtaining land 
needed for the lake to be formed by 
the dam. The board said that Mr. 
Wright was not obtaining land rapidly 
enough. 

* 


New Sound Films 


East Tennessee Light & Power Co. 
has acquired a new series of sound 
slide films for showing to its employees. 
The series \includes five films with 
sound attachments and covers mainly 
the subject of public opinion. 
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Giant Power Pool Seen 
As Northwest Solution 


Interconnection of private and public facilities along lines of British 
grid system would preserve investments and bring about most 
economic utilization of vast resources of the area 


Faced with the serious problem of 
finding markets for the tremendous 
amount of electric power which will 
be available in the near future from 
the Bonneville and Grand Coulee dams, 
power experts believe that solution lies 
in the adoption of a broader program 
of planning. This would include the 
economic use of present private and 
public transmission and distribution 
facilities and the encouragement of 
private enterprise, rather than the 
destruction of present investment by 
duplication of facilities. 

Public and private utility operators 
have given considerable thought to the 
working out of plans whereby the Pa- 
cific Northwest will receive the maxi- 
mum benefit from the huge investments 
made in power development. Bonneville 
engineers are now studying a plan 
which would interconnect virtually all 
major public and private power sys- 
tems. Dr. Paul J. Raver, Bonneville 
Administrator, has given encourage- 
ment to forward thinking. 


British Grid System 


Adding strength to the efforts which 
private utility operators have made to 
bring about the most profitable dis- 
tribution and use of power resources 
in the area, Frank McLaughlin, presi- 
dent of Puget Sound Power & Light 
Co., recently toured England to make 
a first-hand study of the British grid 
system and its operations in the hopes 
that something along the same lines 
could be instituted in the Northwest. 

“While in England,” Mr. McLaugh- 
lin said, “although hampered some- 
what by war preparations, I attempted 
to find out about the British grid sys- 
tem, feeling that in its setup and oper- 
ation I might find the key to the prob- 
lem here in the Northwest.” 

Mr. McLaughlin is of the opinion 
that there is much food for thought in 
the working out of a similar set-up 
in his area, with certain modifications 
which might be necessary on account 
of particular conditions existing. He 
said he was “greatly impressed with 
the importance of an interconnected 
power system from the standpoint of 
national defense during war-time, and 
I do hope that we will be able to shelve 
politics and make economics the con- 
trolling factor in the solution of this 
far-reaching power problem here in 
the Northwest.” 


“For one thing,” Mr. McLaughlin 
said, “the British grid system is run 
on sound economic principles for max- 
imum public benefit. It is a splendid 
example of co-operation between pub- 
lic and private power that produces 
economies and consumer benefits. 
Private and public enterprise are pre- 
served, not destroyed.” 


People’s Money Invested 


It was pointed out by Mr. McLaugh- 
lin that the British Central Electricity 
Board’s policies recognize that it is 
the people’s money which is invested 
in both public and private power en- 
terprises and that invested capital is 
entitled to a fair wage. “Private and 
public power operations are both regu- 
lated and taxed,” he said. “There is no 
condemnation of private property by 
public power or government agencies. 
Thus, property and individual rights 
are preserved.” 

These views evidently parallel the 
thoughts of Dr. Raver, who recently 
remarked that the Columbia River 
project could not “continue to be an 
isolated dam.” He said that it must 
“be linked with the other hydro and 
steam plants of the region. Such a pro- 
gram will not only assure a more 
stable and reliable power system but 





BONNEVILLE DAM—The government's giant hydro-electric development on the Columbia 
River, which, with the Grand Coulee project, would become important sources of power 
in the proposed interconnection of public and private plants 
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it will provide millions of dollars’ 
worth of additional prime power for 
industries that seek low-cost elec- 
tric energy.” 

Dr. Raver pointed out that “by 
hooking Bonneville up with the network 
of private and public lines of Ore- 
gon and Washington we are extending 
the influence of low-cost Columbia 
River power to the far corners of the 
state.” 

It has been indicated that mobiliza- 
tion of Pacific Northwest power facili- 
ties, both private and public, into a 
network or grid system for the achieve- 
ment of emergency production efficiency 
and the most economic way of marketing 
the vast amount of power available is 
regarded as a possibility. 

Observers are convinced that real 
statesmanship is a prime requisite of 
the moment in solving the power prob- 
lem in the area. They hold that poli- 
tics must be sacrificed in order that 
investments be preserved and the citi- 
zens of the area derive the full bene- 
fits of the vast amount of capital in- 
vested in power facilities. In this way, 
it is believed, industrial development 
of the area will be speeded and busi- 


ness expansion encouraged. 


$150,000 Diesel Plant 


A contract calling for a $150,000 
modern Diesel plant for the town of 
South Hill, Va., has been agreed upon 
by the town Council. The Chicago 
Pneumatic Tool Co. is to erect the 
plant and let the earnings pay for the 
installation, with the town in no way 
obligated. Virginia Public Service will 
continue to operate in the area. 
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PLANT INSPECTION TOUR—Members of the New York Section, American Institute of Electrical Engineers, who made an inspection 
trip last week to the Philadelphia Works of General Electric Co., where engineering talks were made in the plant 


X-ray Tube Ordered 
by Standards Bureau 


To extend its research work in the 
high-voltage field to higher levels the 
National Bureau of Standards has 
ordered from the General Electric Com- 
pany a ten-section, 1,400,000-volt X-ray 
tube, one of the highest voltage X-ray 
tubes ever made. 

With the new X-ray outfit the bureau 
will be able to enlarge its work in the 
measurement of X-ray dosage from 
400,000 volts up to 1,400,000, which is 
in excess of any X-ray voltage now 
being used by the medical profession. 
The equipment can also be used for 
the production of neutrons and arti- 
ficial radioactivity. 

The tube is rated at 10 milliamp.; 
its design is an extension of that of the 
800,000- and 1,000,000-volt tubes in- 
stalled in various hospitals. It will be 
mounted vertically and the glass en- 
velope will be mechanically shielded 
against breakage. To operate the tube 
at any voltage from 300,000 to its upper 
rating a constant-voltage, d.c. genera- 
tor, composed of step-up transformers, 
capacitors and kenotron rectifier tubes, 
is being built. It will consist of ten 
sections, each rated at 140,000 volts, 
connected individually to the ten sec- 
tions of the tube. 

* 


Consolidated to Sponsor 
Campaign on Sun Lamps 
Consolidated Edison Co. of New 


York, Inc., has announced that it will 
sponsor a campaign on sun lamps dur- 
ing January and February, 1940. The 
three manufacturers participating in 
the activity include General Electric 
Co., Sperti Electric Manufacturing Co. 
and Westinghouse Electric Supply Co. 
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The lamps and the electric timers that 
are used with them will be specially 
priced during the campaign and will 
be offered on deferred payment terms 
as well as for cash. 

Details of the campaign were given 
out at a luncheon meeting attended by 
representatives of co-operating dealers 
and department stores throughout the 
system, and manufacturers and distribu- 
tors. 


Moline-Rock Island 
to Spend $1,500,000 


An expansion program involving an 
expenditure of $1,500,000 for two new 
boilers and a* new turbine for the 
Fourth Street plant of the Moline- 
Rock Island Manufacturing Co., a sub- 
sidiary of the United Light & Power 
Co., was announced recently by R. B. 
McDonald, president of the Moline, 
Ill., company. 

Present capacity of the Fourth 
Street plant is approximately 44,000 
kva. The current expansion program 
calls for the installation of a 15,000- 
kw. turbo-generator and two new 
boilers of 100,000 Ib. per hour capac- 
ity each, supplying steam to the tur- 
bine at a pressure of 900 lb. and a 
temperature of 600 deg. The turbine 
is to be a condensing unit with provi- 
sion for extraction for feedwater heat- 
ing. No building expansion is con- 
templated. 

Present plans are for the new unit to 
be in operation early in 1941. Orders 
for the boiler units have already been 
placed, but the turbine contract had 
not been let at the time of this writing. 

The Fourth Street plant is part of 
the power supply system serving the 
tri-city area around Moline and Rock 
Island, Ill., and Davenport, Iowa. 
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Utility Honors Sargent 
on 50 Years’ Service 


In appreciation of his half-century 
of service to the utility industry, Fred 
H. Sargent, president and agent of the 
Lawrence (Mass.) Gas & Electric Co., 
was the guest of 350 employees of that 
organization and the New England 
Power Association at a recent banquet. 
Mr. Sargent began work as a clerk at 
the company’s gas plant, becoming 
manager of the commercial department 
in 1895; superintendent of the gas de- 
partment in 1898, and in 1904 general 
superintendent of gas and electric de- 
partments. In 1919 he was elected 
agent of the company (corresponding 
to the general managership in the tex- 
tile field), and in 1920 became vice- 
president and a director. He attained 
his present post in 1927. 

Many congratulatory messages were 
received on this occasion, and with 
Herbert L. Morris of the sales depart- 
ment presiding, a diamond-studded 50- 
year service pin and a guest book con- 
taining the names of all present were 
given to Mr. Sargent. He has been 
actively identified with every phase of 
the company’s development and its ex- 
cellent public relations are in large 
measure due to his constructive poli- 
cies during his executive career. 


Makes Gift to Customers 


Amherst, Ohio, Board of Public 
Affairs, for the fourth consecutive year, 
has voted to mark “paid” all November 
electric light bills. The gift to the light 
users will cost the village approximately 
$3,500. The village is preparing to 
build a new electric plant, although 
construction work is tied up by court 
action. 
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Ask Crowley to Head 
Standard Gas System 


Directors of Standard Gas & Electric 
Co. have conferred with Leo T. Crow- 
ley, chairman of the Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corp., and have asked him to 
accept a place on the board made 
vacant by the recent death of Benjamin 
L. Allen, according to Victor Emanuel, 
chairman. 

Mr. Emanuel stated that if Mr. Crow- 
ley accepts this place he will become 
chairman of the board, Mr. Emanuel to 
become chairman of the finance com- 
mittee. No other changes in the board 
or its executive offices are contemplated. 

Reports that Bernard W. Lynch would 
resign as president were denied. 

Mr. Crowley stated, after a confer- 
ence with President Roosevelt, that he 
plans to accept the chairmanship of 
the board, but would remain in his 
present position until some banking 
problems had been cleared up. 


Birmingham New Rate 
Is TVA Plus Taxes 


Birmingham Electric Co. put into 
effect December 1 its seventh electric 
rate reduction since 1933 and now has 
a schedule within range of the TVA 
yardstick. The new reduction will save 
customers approximately $700,000 a 
year and gives the city one of the low- 
est rate structures in the country. 

C. E. Oakes, president of Birming- 
ham Electric, stated that the new rates 
were approved by the Alabama Public 
Service Commission and amounted to 
TVA rates plus 10 per cent for resi- 
dential consumers and plus 20 per cent 
for commercial users. This is a re- 
duction of approximately 14 per cent 
for residential and 33 per cent for com- 
mercial customers. 

James M. Jones, Jr., president of the 
city commission, said that “to enjoy 
these rates the citizens of Birmingham 
do not have to make a huge investment 
in a municipally owned electric plant 
and run the risk of having it go sour 
and then having to support the plant.” 

Under the new rates the first 50 kw.- 
hr. will be sold at 3.25 cents a kilowatt- 
hour, the next 250 at 2.25 cents and all 
m excess at 1.25 cents, with a minimum 
bill of 70 cents. These new rates are 
computed on the basis of TVA rates 
plus taxes and compare favorably with 
the ones proposed for the cities of Bes- 
semer and Tarrant, which have com- 
pleted or are completing their own 
distribution systems. 

Alabama Power Co., subsidiary of 
Commonwealth & Southern Corp., is a 
party to the contract providing for the 


rate cut in Birmingham. Alabama Power 
supplies Birmingham Electric with 
power at wholesale and has a substan- 
tial investment in transmission facili- 
ties. Alabama Power has agreed to 
make a certain reduction in its power 
charges contingent upon the results 
Birmingham Electric experiences dur- 
ing the year 1940. The agreement pro- 
vides a reduction in wholesale rates to 
whatever extent is necessary to make 
up 50 per cent of any decline in gross 
income of Birmingham Electric during 
1940 from gross income of 1938. 


Associated Gas Post 
Offered to McDonald 


Conferences have been held with 
Stewart McDonald, administrator of the 
Federal Housing Administration, with 
a view to joining the Associated Gas & 
Electric system as president. 

The Associated system has before 
the Reconstruction Finance Corp. an 
application to borrow $26,500,000 to 
retire the 8 per cent bonds maturing 
March 15, 1940, for settlement of the 
government’s tax claim and for con- 
struction purposes. It is reported that 
RFC Chairman Jesse Jones has strong- 
ly recommended Mr. McDonald for the 


position. 
@ 


Allows Property Purchase 


Purchase of the electric plant of the 
Trumann Light & Power Co., Trumann, 
Ark., by the Arkansas Power & Light 
Co., has been approved by the state 
Utilities Commission. 


TVA Buys Property 
of Mississippi Utility 


TVA has agreed to close a contract 
on December 15 for the purchase of the 
Northeast Mississippi electric utility 
properties of the Mississippi Power Co., 
according to J. A. Krug, chief power 
engineer of TVA. 

Representatives of the utility, a sub- 
sidiary of Commonwealth & Southern 
Corp., the TVA and _ co-operating 
municipalities and electric co-operatives 
will meet in New York to close the 
$2,000,000 deal. 

The TVA will have a virtual mon- 
opoly on the generation and transmis- 
sion of power in Tennessee and north- 
east Mississippi upon the acquisition of 
the properties known as the Columbus 
division of Mississippi Power Co. 

The TVA is to pay $1,333,000 as its 
share in the purchase price. 


Farm Bureau Federation 
Turns Down St. Lawrence 
The New York State Farm Bureau 


Federation refused last week by a 31 
to 20 vote to go on record as favor- 


ing the St. Lawrence seaway and power . 


project. 

The Chamber of Commerce of New 
York State, in a report of the committee 
on internal trade and improvements, 
recommended that an economic and 
engineering survey of the St. Lawrence 
project should be made by a non-parti- 
san body of experts before any steps 
are taken to conclude a treaty with 
Canada. 
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UTILITY PROGRESS—Unusually good weather has permitted steady employment and 
favorable progress with the new 25,000-kw. steam station of Central Illinois Public 
Service Company on the Wabash River near Hutsonville, Ill. 
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Panhandle Power & Light 


Adds 23,000 Kw. Capacity 


Turbo-generator removed from Kansas City Power & Light station 
to be installed at Riverview — Phillips Petroleum additions will 
give utility 10,000-kw. additional load 


Increases in demand for power 
throughout the territory served by Pan- 
handle Power & Light Co. have made 
necessary the immediate installation 
of additional generating capacity at 
the Riverview station, according to 
C. R. Stahl, general manager. 

Mr. Stahl said that the company now 
has under construction an additional 
23,000-kw. turbo-generator which is ex- 
pected to be in service by next spring. 
This turbine is being removed at the 
present time from the Northeast sta- 
tion of Panhandle’s affiliate, Kansas 
City Power & Light Co., to make room 
for a new 35,000-kw. unit in that plant 
(EvectricaL Wortp, November 25, 
1939, page 5). 


Adds Water Capacity 


In connection with the 23,000-kw. 
installation, Mr. Stahl said, additional 
cooling water capacity is being in- 
stalled, although no additional boiler 
capacity will be installed at this time. 

This additional generating capacity 
has been made necessary because the 
extensive additions to both the Borger 
Refinery and Central Treater of Phil- 
lips Petroleum Co. will, when com- 
pleted, give the utility a total load of 
approximately 10,000 kw. The Phillips 
company is adding equipment of the 
latest design for the production of 
“Neo-Hexane,” the new aviation motor 
fuel with high octane qualities. 

Mr. Stahl said that his company re- 
cently completed and placed in opera- 
tion two underground cable lines ex- 
tending from the Riverview station 
approximately 344 miles to the Borger 
Refinery and Central Treater of the 
Phillips company. 

These cable lines are 15-kv., three- 
conductor, 400,000-circ.mil sector type, 
paper insulated, lead covered, with 
three wrappings of impregnated jute. 
They are similar in design to cable of 
the same size installed between the 
Riverview station and the Borger Re- 
finery in 1930, the same type of cable 
being used in order that there would 
be no difficulty in operating the cables 
in parallel. 

The cables are buried 4 ft. in the 
ground, but are not protected with a 
conduit. The cable, however, was in- 
cased in steel pipe at road and street 
crossings. 


Three No. 4/0 ACSR overhead lines 
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give emergency service to those plants 
by means of automatic equipment, in 
case of cable failure. 

Additional metal-clad switchgear 
equipment has been added to the 
Riverview station, Mr. Stahl said, to- 
gether with automatic equipment de- 
signed to give uninterrupted service 
to this customer and prevent electrical 
surges originating on other parts of the 
company’s system from reaching these 
lines. 


Grange Candidates 
Win PUD Elections 


Candidates sponsored by the Wash- 
ington State Grange won most of the 
elections for commissioners in twenty- 
five public utility districts at an elec- 
tion on December 2. 

Twelve districts elected Grangers on 
platforms of condemnation of private 
electric power holdings as a means of 
facilitating public ownership and the 
spread of energy from Grand Coulee 
and Bonneville dams. 









The president of the state associa- 


tion of PUD commissioners, A. J. 
Friese, Bellingham, Whatcom County, 
was defeated, and George Marshall, 
Thurston County incumbent, won over 
J. C. Richardson, who ran on a plat- 
form calling for an election on con- 
demnation of Puget Sound Power & 
Light Co. properties. Douglas County 
re-elected Chester A. Bundy, whose 
platform called for immediate acquisi- 
tion of private power companies. Lewis 
County, which has already started con- 
demnation proceedings against Puget 
Sound Power, retained incumbent Mar- 
tin Jacobsen. 

Conservatives who favored a vote of 
the people before condemning private 
properties won in four districts. 


Wisconsin Public Service 
Sets $1,557,590 Budget 


J. P. Pulliam, president of the Wis- 
consin Public Service Corp., approved 
last week the company’s $1,557,590 
construction budget for 1940. 

Major items of the 1940 budget are 
expenditures of $132,000 for Green 
Bay-DePere transmission lines and sub- 
stations, $82,000 for changing over 
transportation service at Wausau from 
street cars to motor buses, $413,000 for 
urban and electric service extensions, 
$414,000 for other electric distribution 
system expenditures and $143,000 for 
additions and improvements to gas 
plants and main systems. Amount of 
1939 budget was $1,338,091. 


GUESTS OF BUSINESS—Directors of Wisconsin Public Service Corp. were guests of 
the Wausau Chamber of Commerce directors at a recent “get-acquainted” dinner when 
they held their quarterly board meeting. Seated (I. to r.)—-M. H. Montross, manager of 
the Wisconsin Valley division; ‘President.J. P. Pulliam, and Allen Abrams, Chamber of 
Commerce pftesident. Standing—Paul T. Tobey, chamber vice-president: C. E. Kohlhepp. 
utility vice-president and controller; Otto Oldenburg, chamber vice-president: C. 8. 
Phenicie, utility vice-president, and Walter G. Roehl, chamber executive secretary 
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New Edition Issued 
on Insulated Cables 


Many changes have been made which 
improve the accuracy and extend the 
scope of various sections and tables of 
the new edition (fourth) of the “Specifi- 
cations for Varnished Cambric Insulated 
Cables,” issued by the Insulated Cable 
Engineers Association. Certain require- 
ments have been brought into conform- 
ity with the latest editions of other cor- 
related existing specifications. 

This new specification, while follow- 
ing along the general lines of the third 
edition, contains a number of changes, 
the most important of which is probably 
the appreciable increase in maximum 
cable operating temperature permitted. 
The maximum copper temperature now 
specified for cables operating at 5 kv. 
or less is 85 deg. C., while for cable of 
higher voltage the limiting temperature 
is only slightly below that specified for 
paper-insulated cable for the corre- 
sponding voltage rating. This represents 
an increase of from 8 to 15 deg. C. 
above the limiting temperature given in 
the third edition of the specifications. 

Other important changes include a 
reduction in power factor of the insula- 
tion for both single- and multiple-con- 
ductor cables. This reduction is between 
30 and 40 per cent at the higher tem- 
peratures and somewhat less than this at 
intermediate and lower temperatures. 
The sections dealing with shielding 
recommendations have been completely 
revised and enlarged. Test requirements 
of braid coverings have also been re- 
vised to cover adequately several types 
of finishes not included in the old speci- 
fications. Requirements of asbestos 
braids have been added. 

The association calls attention to a 
‘change in the title of Table VII, on 
page 8 of the Fourth Edition, which 
should read: “Recommended Thickness 
of Insulation—Single-conductor Cable 


and Multiple-Conductor Shielded 
Cable.” 


Break Ground for New 
50,000-Kw. Dresser Plant 


Ground-breaking ceremonies for the 
new $4,000,000 Dresser power plant, 
held last week, marked the beginning of 
a $6,400,000 improvement program of 
Public Service Co. of Indiana. Mayor 
Joseph P. Duffy of Terre Haute and 
R. A. Gallagher, utility president, at- 
tended the ceremonies. 

The generator and auxiliary equip- 
ment, to be housed in a building adjoin- 
ing the present Dresser plant, will add 
50,000 kw. of capacity to the present 
power resources of central and south- 
ern Indiana. 





ELEPHANT BUTTE—Delivery of generators for the power house at the foot of the dam, 
which was recently completed, is expected in the near future. Work on the installation 
of the three hydraulic turbines is now under way. Capacity is 27,000 kva. 


Elephant Butte Dam 
Power Work Speeded 


The placing of concrete in the power 
plant building at the Elephant Butte 
power development of the Bureau of 
Reclamation has been completed and 
the 40-ton traveling crane _ installed, 
according to L. R. Fiock, superintend- 
ent. 

Mr. Fiock said that one of the hy- 
draulic turbines has been received and 
is being installed, with delivery of the 
two other units scheduled at 30-day 
intervals. The delivery of the genera- 
tors is also expected by the first of 
the year. It is expected that the in- 
stallation of the power house machin- 
ery will be completed some time next 
April or May, Mr. Fiock declared. 

Commencement of construction of 
transmission lines cannot be under- 
taken until further appropriation of 
funds through either a deficiency bill 
or the regular Interior Department ap- 
propriation for the next fiscal year. It 
is planned to construct 115,000-volt 
transmission lines of the wood-pole, H- 
frame type of construction to Las 
Cruces and to Hot Springs, Silver City 
and Deming, N. M. A connection to a 
private utility system at Las Cruces 
will provide an extension to El Paso, 
Texas, and for distribution over all 
parts of the Rio Grande Reclamation 
(irrigation) project, and a connection 
at Silver City will provide an extension 
to Lordsburg, N. M., and also distribu- 
tion to the adjacent mining territory. 
Electrical energy sales contracts are 
now being negotiated with the utility 
companies serving the communities 
within transmission distance of Ele- 
phant Butte. 
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Elephant Butte will have a total 
installed capacity of 27,000 kva., con- 
sisting of three 9,000-kva. units. The 
estimated total cost of the power sys- 
tem is $2,500,000, consisting of $1,- 
500,000 for power plant, $800,000 for 
transmission lines and $200,000 for sub- 
stations. So far $1,000,000 has been 
appropriated for the work. 


Freeman Named Head 
of Chicago Utility 


The office of general counsel of Com- 
monwealth Edison Co. of Chicago has 
been abolished and nothing has been 
done to create an office of vice-chairman 
of the board, Charles Y. Freeman, said 
last week as he was elected board chair- 
man to succeed the late James Simpson. 

Mr. Freeman paid tribute to Mr. 
Simpson for his outstanding work with 
the Chicago utility. “Mr. Simpson has 
been a great constructive force in Chi- 
cago,” Mr. Freeman said, “and his 
work since taking charge of the utility 
companies has been of inestimable 
value, not only to this group of com- 
panies and its security holders but to 
the community at large. His loss will be 
keenly felt. I feel very deeply, as it had 
been my privilege to have been closely 
associated with Mr. Simpson for the 
past several years in his utility work.” 

It was stated by Mr. Freeman that 
things will proceed just as before. He 
said that the office of general counsel 
had been created to enable him to 
assist Mr. Simpson and that the organ- 
ization is so set up now that there is no 
longer a need for an officer of this type. 
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Board Sets Hearing 
on Dam Postponement 


Stating that it may not be compatible 
with the public interest further to delay 
the construction of Blakely Dam, the 
Federal Power Commission has ordered 
that a public hearing be held December 
18 on the application of the Arkansas 
Power & Light Co., licensee, requesting 
amendment of the license for indefinite 
postponement of the completion date of 
the project. 

Under the present terms of the li- 
cense the licensee is required to com- 
plete the construction of the develop- 
ment by December 31, 1939. The appli- 
cation of Arkansas Power & Light re- 
questing indefinite postponement 
alleges that since Blakely Dam is one 
of a series of three such dams, that 
since all three of these dams would 
operate largely as peak-load plants, 
and since the load requirements of the 
system have not yet been built up to 
where additional peak capacity is 
needed, the application for extension 
should be granted. The application fur- 
ther alleges that the market which 
would be supplied by this additional 
power is now being supplied through 
energy bought from TVA at low rates, 
and therefore the additional power is 
not needed at the present time. 


Nashville Asks Rate Cut 


Mayor Thomas L. Cummings of 
Nashville, Tenn., has suggested to the 
city power board that it secure a 10 
per cent reduction on the wholesale 
rate for all power produced in Nash- 
ville. He said that the Nashville steam 
plant was being operated at full capa- 
city and that TVA should give a 10 
per cent reduction and the city should 
receive the same wholesale rate ac- 
corded to other municipalities. 


Buys Municipal System 


The Public Service Commission has 
authorized the Missouri Power & Light 
Co. to purchase the municipal electric 
distribution system at Jacksonville, Mo., 
which it has been operating under a 
lease. 

* 


Santee-Cooper Inquiry 


An investigation of the PWA’s San- 
tee-Cooper hydro-electric project in 
South Carolina has been proposed by 
Chairman Andrew J. May of the house 
military affairs committee. Mr. May 
declared that the dam probably would 
cost $10,000,000 more than the origi- 
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nally estimated $40,000,000, that the 
dam and reservoir would “flood the 
finest primeval stand of hardwood tim- 
ber on the eastern seaboard” and would 
remove 250 square miles of South Caro- 
lina land “from public tax rolls.” 


Hotpoint Awards Prizes 
In Kitchen Plan Contest 


Winners in the unique kitchen plan- 
ning contest, sponsored by the Hot- 
point kitchen sales division, have been 
selected. 

In the retailer group Harry A. Han- 
son, Northern States Power, Minne- 
apolis, won second prize, while D. A. 
Armstrong, Northern States Power, 
Neillsville, Wis., and Robert S. Everitt, 
Kansas City Power & Light, received 
honorable mention. 


Appliance Sales Gain 


Virginia Public Service Co. reports 
dealer sales for the first ten months 
this year of 982 electric ranges, against 
846 in the same 1938 period; refrigera- 
tors, 7,949, against 6,220, and water 
heaters, 381, against 314. Sales in Octo- 
ber exceeded those of a year ago. 


MEETINGS 


Petroleum Electric Power Club—Eleventh annual 


conference, Texas State Hotel, Houston, Tex. 
December 14-15. H. E. Roberts, secretary an 
treasurer, Box 792, Joplin, Mo. 


Louisiana Engineering Society—Annual meeting, 
St. Charles Hotel, New Orleans, La., Januar 
12-13. A. M. Hill, 
St. Charles Hotel. 

Canadian Electrical Association—Annual winter 
conference, Montreal, Que., January 15-16. 
B. C. Fairchild, secretary, 804 Tramways Blidg., 
Montreal. 


American Society of paaaeeeies Engineers— 
case meeting, Cleveland, hio, January 


American Institute of Electrical Engineers—Win- 
ter convention, New York, N. Y., January 22-26. 
H. H. Henline, national secretary, 33 West 39th 
St. New York, N. Y. 


American Society of Heating and Ventilatin 
Engineers—Annual meeting and_ Internationa 
Heating and Ventilating Exposition, Lakeside 
Hall, Cleveland, Ohio, January 22-26. Charles 
F. Roth, president Intenational Exposition Co., 
Grand Central Palace, New York. 


lowa Public Utilities Assooclation—Annual sales 
and distribution school, Hotel Fort Des Moines, 
Des Moines, lowa, January 29-30. Herbert Hen- 
derson, secretary, Security Building, Cedar 
Rapids, lowa. 

Edison Electric Institute—Prime movers commit- 
tee, Detroit, Mich., February 5-6; electrical 
equipment committee, Netherlands-Plaza Hotel, 
Cincinnati, Ohio, February 12-13. 

National Electrical Manufacturers Association— 
Mid-winter Conference, Waldorf-Astoria Hotel, 
New York, February 5-9. W. J. Donald, 
wee director, 155 East 44th St., New York, 


secretary-treasurer, 4 


Missouri Association of Public Utilities—Annual 
convention, Elms Hotel, Excelsior Springs, Mo., 
April 17-19. Jesse Blythe, assistant ery. 
Merchants Bank Bidg., 101 West High St., Jef- 
ferson City, Mo. 

Electrochemical Society—Sprin mating. Galen 
Hall, Wernersville, Pa., April 24-27. Dr. Colin 
e ae paren: Columbia University, New 

ork, ‘ 
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St. Lawrence Project 
Opposed on 7 Points 


With revival of talk supporting con. 
struction of the St. Lawrence waterway 
and power project, Cornelius H. Cal- 
laghan, manager of the Maritime 
Association of the Port of New York, 
emphasizes the seven reasons why the 
project should not be constructed. In 
a recent address before the Atlantic 
Deeper Waterways Association Mr. 
Callaghan listed the following objec- 
tions: 

1. Commercially and economically 
unsound, 

2. Imposition of excessive tax bur- 
dens without corresponding benefits. 

3. Diversion of traffic from railroads, 
steamship lines, inland waterways and 
motor trucks. 

4. Unbalancing of rail, water and 
motor truck freight rates. 

5. Detrimental effect upon banking, 
industry, employment and purchasing 
power. 

6. Impairment of property and 
rental values, resulting in diminution 
of tax returns to the federal govern- 
ment, states and cities. 

7. Dangers of navigating the pro- 
posed waterway. 

“Under the existing economic de- 
pressed conditions,” Mr. Callaghan 
said, “it should be sufficient reason for 
the indefinite postponement or aban- 
donment of any further consideration 
of the St. Lawrence waterway project.” 


Canadian Utility Act 


Present powers in the Public Utili- 
ties Act of the Province of British 
Columbia placing all costs of appraisals 
ordered by the commission on utility 
concerns may be changed if the recom- 
mendations of Dr. W. A. Carrothers, 
chairman of the board, are implemented 
by the Legislature. Amendments to the 
act are now in the course of prepara- 
tion which would have the commission 
share the costs of appraisals. 


PUD Contracts Elapse 


The West Coast Power Co., Portland, 
Ore., has failed to renew its contracts 
with the PUDs of Pacific and Wahkia- 
kum counties, Wash., by which ihose 
PUDs could have bought the distribu- 
tion facilities of the company. These 
contracts had been kept alive from 
month to month, but were allowed to 
elapse November 1. The company said 
it was negotiating for refinancing its 
bonds and the contracts were obviously 
a hindrance. 
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“WHEN YOU’RE A MAN, 
SONNY... 
That Transformer Will 
Still Be There” 


“That’s an L-M Transformer up there, sonny. You'll be 
a grown-up guy with boys of your own, and that L-M 
tub will still be tamin’ the juice. Me, I’ll be too stiff in 
the joints to shinny up poles then. Maybe if I live right 
and don’t grab no hot lines, I’ll be bossin’ the crew that 
finally comes around to hoist a new L-M Transformer 
in its place. I'd sure like to live that long anyway.” 


LINE MATERIAL €O. 





FOR POWER HOUSE DRIVES—General view of the compact Westinghouse 
Deion air circuit breaker installation of Madison (Wis.) Gas & Electric Co. 
Blount Street station, showing operator closing one of the protective doors 
housing disconnecting switches. The seven breakers, with interrupting rating 
of 13,850 amp., control the three-phase, 60-cycle, 4,150-volt circuits for 
auxiliary drives serving a 200,000-lb. per-hour boiler and the 20,000-kw. turbine 
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COOPER RIVER PROJECT—Cast-steel runner (above), weighing 8! 
Santee Cooper Hydro project in South Carolina recently reach 
point at plant of Newport News Shipbuilding & Dry Dock Compe 
pit liner and speed ring assembly at Newport News 





THE INDUSTRY 


rence (Mass.) Gas & Electric Co. was guest of 350 employees at a recent 
banquet to honor him upon completion of half-century of 
service. At the head table (I. to r.)—H. E. Barry. Frank GIANT X-RAY TUBE—Doughnut-shaped corona shields of spun aluminum 
Lundy, D. J. DeCourcy, F. C. Harmon, Board Chairman Irwin surround each of the ten sections of the 1,400,000-volt, 2812-ft. X-ray tube 
McD. Garfield, H. L. Morris, M. F. Donovan. Mrs. F. H. being built for the National Bureau of Standards by General Electric 
, Sargent, President Sargent, F. L. Ball, Herbert Southworth, 
W. M. McQueston and J. J. Havey 


START NEW PLANT—Terre Haute city and industrial leaders joined 
with utility officials at the recent ground-breaking ceremonies which 
started the new $4,000,000 project which will add 50,000 kw. to 
capacity of the Dresser station located on the Wabash River, south 
of Terre Haute. R. E. Southerland, plant superintendent, is at right 
of the pick. Others next to him are (I. to r.)—John Hefty, president 
Terre Haute Chamber of Commerce; Public Service Co. of Indiana 
president R. A. Gallagher, Mayor Joseph P. Duffy, and “G. O. Nicolai, 
Public Service division manager. G. J. Oglebay. vice-president, is 
immediately to the left of the pick 


HOBBY ROUND-UP of 

Commonwealth Edi- 

son Co. employees 

brought many inter- 

esting exhibits. 

Harold Brown (left), 

cable helper, dis- 

plays a ship model 

and complete light- 

house in a 750-watt 

lamp to Leona Ryce, 

eta ae clerk in the treasury 
Y assembly 


department, who 
ck Company. At lef; showed a “crap 


game” in ceramics 





Lengths of Anaconda cable undergoing 
high voltage tests at Hastings-on-Hudson 
“proving ground,’’ 


Technician placing samples of rubber-in- 
sulated cable in Geer Oven. This is one 


HE SCOPE OF ACTIVITIES carried on 
= in Anaconda laboratories is truly 
comprehensive. Not only do standard 
products in manufacture receive regular 
testing, but research is continuous in the 
development of new and better product 
for the electrical industry. 

Each new product undergoes exhaus- 
tive tests which simulate actual service, 
but are many times more severe. Witness 
the examples illustrated here. 

By such means, years of service are packed 
into a few days or weeks of testing time. 
Thus we know how well our products 
are constructed, and how they may be 
expected to perform. 

And it is through just such laboratory 
vigilance that Anaconda brings you 
brand-new products —“pre-tested” for 


dependability. 


Put your problem up to Anaconda 
Why not enjoy the benefits of this con- 
stant research by Anaconda engineers? 
When you have a wire or cable prob- 
lem of any kind, put the matter up to 
us. Our comprehensive technical service 
is “on call.” 39806 














Output Up, Matching 
Previous Record 


Despite the fact that the week ended 
December 2 included the Thanksgiving 
holiday in some states the output of 
the electric light and power industry 
rose to 2,538,777,000 kw.-hr., thereby 
matching the all-time record attained 
five weeks earlier. Since the corre- 
sponding calendar week a year ago was 
a full one, the rise of 11.1 per cent 
is noteworthy. The effect of dividing 
the holiday is eliminated by combining 
the gains over 1938 for the two-week 
period; the average is 12.3 per cent, 
showing that the pace of the past 
several months is being maintained. 

Effects of the holiday shift were most 


Weekly Output Millions Kw.-Hr. 


1939 1938 1937 
Dec. 2 2,539 Dec. 3 2,286 Dec. 4 2,153 
Nov. 25 2,482 Nov. 26 2,184 Nov. 27 2,065 
Nov. 18 2,514 Nov. 19 2,270 Nov. 20 2,224 
Nov. I} 2,514 Nov. 12 2,209 Nov. 13 2,177 
Nov. 4 2,537 Nov. 5 2,207 Nov. 6 2,202 
Oct. 28 2,539 Oct. 29 2,226 Oct. 30 2,255 


Per Cent Change from Previous Year 


Week Ending 

(I, 

New England oS “an ae 
ew England ..... J 3 
Middle Atlantic ... 10.4 t 9.5 t 9.8 
Central Industrial. . 15.1 16.0 13.5 
West Central ...... + 9.0 t 8.8 75 
Southern States .... +13.4 +14.0 +12.2 
Rocky Mountain .. + 5.6 + 6.4 + 5.4 
PRONE. “hs oscses ocas + 5.6 + 6.8 + 8.0 
United States ..... +11.1 +13.6 +10.7 


2.7 


2.6 


2.4 


2.3 


2.2 


2.1 


Billions of Kw-Hr. 


2.0 


J FMAM J 


pronounced in New England, as the 
table shows. The average gain for the 
two weeks, 11.6 per cent, is not seri- 
ously out of line with recent figures, 
though a little on the downward side. 

The leading region in terms of the 
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increase over 1938 continues to be the 
Central Industrial, with 15.1 per cent, 
followed by the Southern, with 13.4 
per cent. In contrast, the Mountain 
has dropped to 5.6, against the recent 
20 per cent or more. 





Output From Fuels 
Up 28% Over 1938 


Another all-time high in the monthly 
production of electrical energy for pub- 
lic use was attained in October, when 
the total amounted to 11,670,875,000 
kw.-hr., 15.8 per cent more than in 
the same month of 1938, according to 
the Federal Power Commission. The 
average daily output of 376,480,000 kw.- 
hr. was also a new record, 3.2 per cent 
above September, which was the pre- 
vious maximum. 

Production from water power con- 
tinues to be abnormally low. It dropped 
nearly 8 per cent compared with Octo- 
ber, 1938, to 3,122,821,000 kw.-hr., only 
fractionally above the September figure 
as to the total and 2 per cent below 
it as to the daily average. It consti- 
tuted only 27 per cent of the total, 
compared with 34 per cent a year ago 
and the average of 39 per cent for 1938 
as a whole. 

Fuel-generated energy rose, corre- 
spondingly, to a new peak of 8,548,- 
054,000 kw.-hr., an increase of 28 per 
cent over 1938. 

Addition of the energy produced by 
electric railways and railroads and 
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other plants which generate principally 
for their own use brought total produc- 
tion reported to the commission to 11,- 
861,920,000 kw.-hr. 

Reports received during November 
indicate a total capacity in service on 
October 31 of 40,263,000 kw. The net 
increase during October was 59,000 kw. 

The total stock of coal on hand at 
electric utility power plants on No- 
vember 1 was 9,608,895 tons, indicating 
an increase of 5.5 per cent during the 
preceding month. Consumption during 
the month was approximately 4,712,665 
net tons. 


Utility Tax Distribution 
Ruled Unconstitutional 


A pair of 1938 laws giving the New 
Jersey Tax Commissioner power to dis- 
tribute to municipalities gross receipts 
and franchise taxes on utility companies 
under his own system of apportionment 
have been ruled unconstitutional by the 
Court of Errors and Appeals. The court, 
the state’s highest law tribunal, termed 
the acts an attempt to “clothe an ad- 
ministrative officer with legislative 
power and authority.” 
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Decision of the court upheld the con- 
tention of Jersey City, Hoboken and 
Camden that the laws unlawfully dele- 
gated legislative authority to the Tax 
Commissioner. The court voted 8 to 4 to 
reverse the state Supreme Court, which 
had upheld the laws. 


Utility Integration 
Hearing Date Set 


The Securities and Exchange Com- 
mission has ordered a hearing to deter- 
mine what steps should be taken by 
American Gas & Electric Co. to effect 
an integrated utility system. The com- 
mission will start the hearings on Janu- 
ary 29. 

SEC emphasized that this was not a 
part of the broad program of holding 
company integration nor did it repre- 
sent a “crack-down” movement toward 
the industry. 

A year ago American Gas & Electric 
filed with SEC a plan of integration and 
asked the commission to rule on its 
plan. It was not a “tentative” plan, as 
many of the utilities had filed, but a 
“definite” plan of integration of the 
system. 










(1687) 185 












4 
4 

















































































Canadian Group Names 
Committee Chairmen 


Announcement has been made by the 
executive committee of the Canadian 
Electrical Association that J. V. Cum- 
mings, Ottawa Electric Co., has been 
appointed chairman of the metering 
equipment committee to replace J. E. 
Lionais, who was unable to accept the 
appointment made at the annual con- 
vention. 

C. T. Eyford, Winnipeg Electric Co., 
was appointed chairman of the wiring 
committee. Mr. Eyford is familiar with 
wiring problems and particularly with 
the Canadian Electrical Code. 


> Joun S. Wise, Allentown, Pa., presi- 
dent of the Pennsylvania Power & Light 
Co., was appointed a member of the 
committee on the development of Penn- 
sylvania industry in the job mobiliza- 
tion campaign by Chairman Walter D. 
Fuller of the state committee. 


> Wituiam J. Hutcuinson, who served 
as a director of the International Nickel 
Co. of Canada, Ltd., for approximately 
ten years and as a member of the exec- 
utive committee of the present Canadian 
company since 1928, and who resigned 
both offices in 1934, due to the pressure 
of other business, has been elected 
treasurer of the company to succeed 
James L. Ashley, who recently retired. 
Mr. Hutchinson was also elected a di- 
rector to fill the vacancy on the board 
caused by the resignation of William 
W. Mein of San Francisco, Calif., who 
has been a director for eighteen years. 
Henry S. WINGATE, assistant to the 
president of the International Nickel 
Co., Inc., has been elected secretary of 
the parent company. 


> ArtHur S. RuNCIMAN, superintend- 
ent of transmission lines of the Shaw- 
inigan Water & Power Co., Montreal, 
was recently awarded an engineering 
alumni medal by the Council of the 
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Engineering Alumni Association of the 
University of Toronto for outstanding 
achievements in the field of engineering. 
The medal was presented at a dinner of 
the alumni association. 


Freeman Elected Chairman 
of Commonwealth Edison 


Charles Y. Freeman has been elected 
chairman of the Commonwealth Edison 
Co. of Chicago and the Public Service 
Co. of Northern Illinois, to fill the office 


















































made vacant by the death of James 
Simpson last week. The election of Mr. 
Freeman, expected by those familiar 
with his active assistance to Mr. Simp- 
son in the management of the company, 
took place at a meeting of the board of 
directors December 1. His selection is 
interpreted in company circles as a con- 
tinuation of the management policies 
initiated by Mr. Simpson. 

Since 1932 Mr. Freeman has devoted 
practically all of his time to legal and 
corporate matters affecting the Com- 
monwealth Edison group of companies. 
For the past two years, as general coun- 
sel of the company, he has been ac- 
tively engaged in assisting Mr. Simp- 
son in the management of the proper- 
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ties and, in the chairman’s absence, has 
been the directing head of the organ- 
izations. 

Sixty-two years of age, Mr. Freeman 
has been practicing law in Chicago 
since he received his LL.B degree from 
Northwestern University in 1902. For 
many years, as a member of the firm of 
Dent, Dobyns & Freeman, he engaged 
in general law practice. He later be- 
came a member of the firm of Wilson & 
McIlvaine, which was appointed coun- 
sel for the Edison Company in June, 
1932. He has now resigned from mem- 
bership in that firm. Mr. Freeman is a 
director of The Fair (one of Chicago’s 
large stores), A. B. Dick Co., the 
Buda Co. and the Reynolds Wire Co. 








> C. S. WuiTaKeER, city electrician for 
Durham, N. C., has been elected presi- 
dent of the southern section of the In- 
ternational Association of Electrical In- 
spectors. Mr. Whitaker was associated 
with two utility companies before he 
entered municipal work. From 1903 to 
1911 he was with the local power com- 
pany, which did the whole job of wir- 
ing and inspecting. He also worked for 
the Carolina Power & Light Co. in 
revamping lines of newly acquired 
properties for the three-phase supply. 
Mr. Whitaker held membership in the 
International Association of Municipal 
Electricians for several years before 
the southern section I.A.E.J. was or- 
ganized, of which he is a charter 
member. 


> Gano Dunn, president of the J. G. 
White Engineering Co., was among 
the outstanding graduates of Columbia 
University School of Engineering to 
be selected to receive the first awards 
of medals for distinguished engineer- 
ing achievement established in memory 
of Professor Thomas Egleston, pioneer 
in engineering education. Irvinc LANc- 
MUIR, associate director of the General 
Electric Research Laboratory, Schenec- 
tady, and Epwin H. ARMSTRONG, pro- 
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fessor of electrical engineering at 
Columbia, were also selected for the 
award. Presentation was made on No- 
vember 27 in connection with the cele- 
bration of the founding of the School 
of Engineering as the School of Mines 
by Professor Egleston 75 years ago. 


> \V. M. Murray, chief designer of the 
Wisconsin Development Authority, has 
resigned to affiliate himself with the 
Bonneville project in Portland, Ore., in 
the capacity of engineer. Mr. Murray is 
succeeded on the WDA by Kent Woo t- 
DRIGE, who has been assistant chief 
engineer. 


> JosepH KELLY, manager of the Pa- 
cific Gas & Electric Co. at Vallejo, has 
retired after eighteen years with the 
company. Louis N. PEcHETTE, super- 
intendent of the gas department of the 
Vallejo district for the past twenty 
years, will succeed him. 


> J. R. WELLs, store manager for the 
Westinghouse [Electric Supply Co., 
Seattle, since 1923, has been named 
manager of the company’s newly estab- 
lished branch in Tacoma, Wash., which 
was opened to the public on November 
22. Mr. Wells started in the electrical 
supply business in 1912. 


> Cuarces F. Strrepic, who served as 
sales manager of the G. E. Vapor Lamp 
Co. before its recent merger with G. E. 
incandescent lamp department, has 
been named manager of General Elec- 
tric lamp department’s new Nela 
specialty division with headquarters in 
Hoboken, N. J. According to the G. E. 
lamp department announcement, Nela 
specialty division has been set up to 
handle those products which are 
either new and do not fit into regular 
lamp distribution channels or which 
have a limited distribution in special- 
ized fields. 


> A. W. Prive of Berkeley, Calif., has 
been appointed manager of the West- 
inghouse Electric & Manufacturing 
Co.’s porcelain department at Emery- 
ville, Calif. Mr. Pride, formerly sales 
manager of the Emeryville porcelain 
department and sales manager of the 
Emeryville transformer department, 
receives this appointment because of 
organization changes required by the 
retirement of J. W. Ryan, formerly 
superintendent of the Emeryville Porce- 
lain Works. With this appointment, Mr. 
Pride is responsible for all manufac- 
turing, sales and engineering activities 
at Emeryville. In addition to his new 
responsibilities, he will continue as sales 
manager of the Emeryville transformer 
department. Early in his career Mr. 
Pride was connected with the Westing- 


house research laboratories at East 
Pittsburgh. 


OBITUARY 


Addison B. Day 


Addison B. Day, formerly president 
of the Los Angeles Gas & Electric Co., 
and closely identified for more than 
forty years with the public utility and 
civic life of Los Angeles, died Novem- 
ber 28, as the result of a stroke suffered 
last July. He was 65 years of age. 

Mr. Day was president and general 
manager of the Los Angeles Gas & 





Electric Corp. until its merger in 1937 
with the Southern California Gas Co., 
when he became chairman of the board 
of directors, which position he held until 
his retirement on September 1. 

It was in 1895 that Mr. Day became 
identified with the Los Angeles Gas & 
Electric Corp. Advancing in the ranks 
in the course of time, he acquired a 
comprehensive knowledge of the com- 
pany’s business, both financial and oper- 
ating. In 1924 he was elected vice- 
president and general manager and in 
1928 he was made president. Actively 
participating in the affairs of the Pacific 
Coast Electrical Association, he was 
elected president in 1931. 


Joseph E. Montague 


Joseph E. Montague, a leader in the 
hydro-electric power industry in the 
Niagara district and a director of the 
Buffalo, Niagara & Eastern Power 
Corp., died November 25 in Niagara 
Falls, N. Y., after a two-day illness. His 
age was 64. 

Mr. Montague was appointed to 
direct operations for the Niagara Elec- 
tric Service Corp. in 1903, subsequently 
becoming vice-president and general 
manager, and in 1926, after 23 years of 
service, he was elected president. The 
company was consolidated with other 
properties in 1937 to form the Buffalo 
Niagara Electric Corp. 
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An anonymous contributor to many 
philanthropies, he was a vice-president 
of the Niagara County Savings Bank, a 
director of the Power City Bank and its 
successor, the Power City Trust Co. He 
participated in the work of the Niagara 
Frontier Planning Board and was a vice- 
president of the Old Fort Niagara Asso- 
ciation, which has been active in re- 
storing the historic site. 


G. L. Crosby 


George L. Crosby, vice-president and 
general sales manager of Roller-Smith 
Co., died suddenly at his home in 
Bethlehem, Pa., December 2. Mr. 
Crosby became affiliated with the 
Roller-Smith Co. in 1910 as sales engi- 
neer and manager of the Pittsburgh, 
Pa., offices. In 1912 he was transferred 
to the New York offices of the com- 
pany and became successively general 
sales manager, assistant to the presi- 
dent, and vice-president in charge of 
sales. When the main office of the 
company was moved from New York 
to Bethlehem, Pa., early this year, Mr. 
Crosby moved to Bethlehem. 

Mr. Crosby was born at Brookhaven, 
Miss., in 1883. He became sales engi- 
neer and manager of the Cleveland 
offices of the Cutter Co. in 1902, and 
later sales engineer for the Stanley- 
G. I. Electric Manufacturing Co., but 
when that company was dissolved in 
1905 he established his own sales en- 
gineering offices at Cleveland under 
the name of Crosby, Craft & Co. Five 
years later he joined Roller-Smith. 


> Tuomas A. WALLACE, assistant treas- 
urer of the Cities Service Co., New 
York, died suddenly, November 29, in 
his fifty-fourth year. Mr. Wallace had 
been connected with the company since 
1908. He also was a director, treasurer 
or assistant treasurer of ten other util- 
ity companies. 


Frank P. Cox, 72, retired manager 
of the West Lynn plant of the General 
Electric Co. and one of the world’s 
leading authorities on electric meters, 
died at his home in Swampscott, Mass., 
on Dec. 1. He was born in Terre 
Haute, Ind.; was graduated from Rose 
Polytechnic Institute in 1887, and 
after taking post-graduate work at 
Johns Hopkins University became as- 
sociated in 1889 with the old Thom- 
son Electric Welding Co. at Lynn. In 
1896 he became chief engineer of the 
meter department of the General Elec- 
tric Lynn Works and was manager of 
the West ‘Lynn factory from 1920 to 
1935. 
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Westinghouse Shows 
Sharp Business Gain 


Business of Westinghouse Electric & 
Manufacturing Co. is “excellent,” A. 
W. Robertson, chairman, reported as 
directors declared a dividend of $1 a 
share on the common stock, payable 
December 22 to stock of record De- 
cember 11. This brings to $3.50 a 
share dividends declared on the com- 
mon stock. Dividends of $3.50 have 
already been paid on the preferred. 

Mr. Robertson said that all plants 
are busy, most of them working full 
time. “Incoming orders are holding 
up well,” he declared, “continuing the 
trend of improved business that has 
extended throughout most of the year.” 

Orders booked for the first ten 
months totaled $176,896,557, as against 
$125,323,348 in the same 1938 period. 
The company’s backlog of unfilled 
orders is approximately $66,000,000, as 
against $40,188,150 on December 31, 
1938, Mr. Robertson said. 


Electrical Exports 
Gain 19% in Month 


Electrical equipment exports from the 
United States during October, the sec- 
ond month of the war abroad, amounted 
to $10,250,382, a new monthly high for 
1939 and an increase of 18.8 per cent 
over September and of 5 per cent over 
October of last year, according to the 
Department of Commerce. 

Advances were general in the electri- 
cal export field, the Department re- 
ported. October exports of rubber-cov- 
ered copper wire increased from 
$73,254 to $114,593; of weatherproof 
copper wire from $23,083 to $44,595, 
and of other insulated copper wire from 
$79,674 to a new high of $154,681. 

Foreign shipments of motors, % hp. 
and under, showed an advance of well 
over 100 per cent, rising from $57,535 
in September to $136,605 in October. 
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All other categories of motor exports 
also showed relatively satisfactory prog- 
ress; those of % to 1 hp. increased from 
$22,364 to $32,785, 1 to 200 hp. to 
$112,140 from $103,986 and those over 
200 hp. from $13,564 to $57,312. 
Electric household refrigerators were 
among the few items which showed an 
adverse trend; exports of these de- 
creased from $850,097 to $634,654. 


Refrigerator Sales 
Advance in October 


Domestic sales of household electric 
refrigerators by seventeen companies 
amounted to 57,715 units in October, 
compared with 32,044 in October, 1938, 
and 68,033 units in September, accord- 
ing to reports received by the National 
Electrical Manufacturers Association. 
It is estimated that the figures reported 
to NEMA include more than 90 per cent 
of the industry. 

For the ten months ended October 31 
domestic sales totaled 1,682,372 units, 
compared with 1,117,265 units for the 
similar period of 1938. 

World sales during October amounted 
to 67,674 units, compared with 81,473 
units in September and 44,683 units in 
October, 1938. For the ten-month period 
world sales totaled 1,827,061, compared 
with 1,266,554 for the similar period of 
1938. 


Copperweld Files Issues 


Copperweld Steel Co. has filed a 
registration statement with the SEC 
covering 10,000 shares of $50 par value 
5 per cent series cumulative convertible 
preferred stock. The stock is the re- 
mainder of 50,000 shares authorized 
early in the year, of which 40,000 were 
issued in July. Covered by the registra- 
tion are also 27,777 shares of $5 par 
common stock and scrip certificates 
for fractional shares which will be 
used for conversion of the preferred. 
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Big Orders Booked 
by Cutler-Hammer 


Bookings of Cutler-Hammer, Inc., 
Milwaukee, in September and October 
were of record proportions. In Novem- 
ber incoming orders showed some fall- 
ing off, but ran at a highly satisfactory 
level, and prospects are that bookings 
for the current quarter will be the best 
since 1937. 

Present backlog practically assures 
capacity operations well into 1940. The 
company has received some foreign 
business this year, but not in an ex- 
traordinary volume, nor could this for- 
eign business be classified as war 
business. The company is not likely to 
receive actual orders directly from 
belligerents because it has manufactur- 
ing affiliates abroad. 

The current quarter should be the 
most profitable since 1937 and present 
indications are that the company will 
have no difficulty earning enough this 
quarter to bring its net profit for the 
full year above $650,000, as compared 
with a net loss of $307,438 in 1938. 


8 Per Cent Sales Gain 
Shown by Manufacturers 


Manufacturers’ sales of electrical ma- 
chinery, apparatus and supplies during 
October were valued at $43,910,000, an 
increase of 7.7 per cent over September 
and of 23.9 per cent over October last 
year, according to the Department of 
Commerce. 

The gains by electrical manufacturers 
compare with gains of 2.7 per cent over 
September and of 24.9 per cent over 
October a year ago for all industries re- 
porting. 

* 


Electric Truck Shipments 


Domestic shipments of electric in- 
dustrial trucks and tractors during 
October numbered 93, as against 70 
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in September and 33 in October a 
year ago, according to the Department 
of Commerce. For the first ten months 
such shipments totaled 695, as against 
672 during the entire year 1938. 


Manufacturers Make 
Sales Assignments 


Manufacturing companies have re- 
cently announced the following ap- 
pointments to their sales staffs: 


Osmose Wood Preserving Co. has ap- 
pointed F. W. Pollock as public utility 
sales representative in the lower peninsu- 
lar district of the state of Michigan with 
headquarters in Jackson. 

Pacific Electric Manufacturing Corp. 
has named Urban N. Halliday sales rep- 
resentative for the Denver, Colo., terri- 
tory. 

Henry A. Petter Supply Co., 117 South 
First Street, Paducah, Ky., has been ap- 
pointed a distributor for wiring materials, 
Deltabeston wires and cables, insulating 
materials, and automotive products of the 
General Electric appliance and merchan- 
dise department. 

Porcelain Enamel & Manufacturing Co., 
Baltimore, Md., has appointed George 
N. Tuttle as service representative for the 
central Ohio territory. 

Coppus Engineering Corp., Worcester, 
Mass., has appointed Rees V. Downs new 
district representative with headquarters 
at 422 Exchange Building, Memphis, Tenn. ; 
Hughes Machinery Co., 342 Manufacturers 
Exchange Building, Kansas City, Mo., and 
a a McKay, 533 Mayo Building, Tulsa, 

a. 


Ideas of G.E. Employees 
Net Them $1,250,000 Cash 


Since 1919 more than 300,000 sug- 
gestions and ideas for better ways to 
do their work have been received from 
General Electric employees and some 
75,000 have been accepted. In that 
period more than $1,250,000 has been 
paid to the employees in cash awards. 
With single awards running as high as 
$1,500, the percentage of suggestions 
adopted ran to 38.3 per cent in 1938. 


Blaw-Knox Defers Meeting 


Blaw-Knox Co. has deferred until late 
January or early February the special 
meeting of the stockholders, called for 


December 26, to act on proposed new 
financing. 





New York Metal Prices 


Sis tae 
r per 
. found” Pound 
opper, electrolytic .... 12.50* 12.50* 
Lead, A. S. & R. price.. 5.50 5.50 
Antimony .............05 14.00 14.00 
Nickel Yngot pinnate 35.00 35.00 
Zinc, SPOP ..cccscscscces 6.39 6.89 
Vie, SO 52.00 54.00 
Aluminum, 99 per cent.. 20.00 


f 20.00 
Delivered Connecticut Valley. 
See 


Field Reports on Business 


While there has been some slowing down in the volume of incoming orders, 
there are no signs that electrical manufacturers will be forced to curtail opera- 
tions. Utilities are going ahead with their construction plans, with orders for 
much equipment yet to be placed. Demand for appliances continues good: 


NEW ENGLAND 


New England buying continues at a 
steady pace; quotas established for 1939 
sales have already been reached by sev- 
eral companies for industrial electrical 
equipment and, with the trend being 
maintained at this time, a very encourag- 
ing annual volume of business is assured. 
Last week buying of heavy marine pro- 
pulsion machinery continued, with one 
single order amounting to more than 
$200,000 received here; small motor sales 
are strong and textiles are active in pur- 
chases. An order involving about $15,000 
consisting of small motors and control 
equipment was placed by a prominent 
thread mill located in this area and ‘sev- 
eral other orders, notes one representa- 
tive, ranging from $2,000 to $4,000 were 
entered on the books during the past 
fortnight for new motors and accessories. 

Electric heating furnace interest has 
been spotty during the past month, but 
within the past week negotiations have 
increased and inquiries are more active. 
Springfield, Mass., armory received bids 
this week for a furnace; about $25,000 
estimated cost covers new furnace proj- 
ects now being studied by one prominent 
manufacturer. 

Rockbestos Co., New Haven, Conn., has 
obtained an order from the War Depart- 
ment for electric cable amounting to $22,- 
614; the Riley Stoker Corp., Worcester, 
has been awarded an order for boilers 
for the Norfolk Navy Yard for $381,934. 
B. F. Sturtevant Co., Boston, recently re- 
ceived a large order for air-conditioning 
equipment to be installed in the new 
New England Mutual Life Insurance Co.; 
this order includes air-circulating appara- 
tus, air blenders, winter heating coils 
and auxiliary equipment whose capacity 
= be 450 tons of conditioned air per 

our. 


PACIFIC COAST 


Another port tieup has retarded dealers’ 
business in the San Francisco area, though 
it is fair elsewhere. Building continues 
good and has been helped by the mild 
weather, which has cut auxiliary heater 
business in half. Consumption of electrical 
energy in California is up about 11 per cent 
over last year. Miscellaneous buying in- 
cludes 18,000 crossarms, sizes  six-pi 
standard to 13 ft. high voltage, for Los 
Angeles; a group of potential transform- 
ers for Glendale; 16,000 ft. multiple 
conductor leaded cable for Los Angeles; 
$10,000 transformers and special cable 
for a county hospital; $6,000 special 1-hp. 
motors for sounding apparatus, and $5,000 
of fractional-hp. motors for a foot-shaking 
machine. California employment in fac- 
tories making what is classified as war 
material has increased 30 per cent over 
1938. 

Luncheon meetings by outdoor Christ- 
mas leagues are beginning to reflect them- 
selves in widespread orders for decorative 
lighting sets and a good if not a record 

usiness is predicted. Major appliance 
sales in a typical area, northern ifor- 
nia, show that radios, refrigerators, wash- 
ers and 2-kva, and over sizes of air heaters 
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register an approximate 15 per cent sales 
increase during 1939 and 1938; that sew- 
ing machines and ranges are about even, 
and that cleaners show a 32 per cent 
increase. 


NEW YORE 


The lower volume of incoming orders 
during recent weeks has not sounded a 
pessimistic note in the electrical industry. 
Opinion is that such a condition is to be 
expected after the flood in August and 
September which crowded production fa- 
cilities. On the basis of backlog and new 
orders being received manufacturers will 
be kept busy during 1940. 

Statements from electric utilities show 
expanding earnings along with a high 
rate of power production. With larger con- 
struction budgets for 1940 than for this 
year, utilities are considering new financ- 
ing. The market has been receptive to 
new issues and opinion is that the industry 
will find little difficulty in raising new 
capital. 

Sales of electrical appliances are at- 
tracting considerable attention. Dealers 
are expecting their best Christmas busi- 
ness on table and plug-in appliances in 
several years. Sales drives by utilities are 
going well. The 1940 lines are being 
shown by some manufacturers, with others 
scheduled to have their previews later. 
Lighting sales are on the up-trend, with 
Christmas lighting attracting considerable 
attention. Fluorescent sales show a sharp 
increase with a great deal of promotion 
work slated for 1940. 


CHICAGO 


Business activity, on the whole, con- 
tinued steady at relatively high levels last 
week. Although the volume of new orders 
receded somewhat, manufacturing opera- 
tions maintained the high rate reached 
during the past few months. Industri 
employment in this area rose 15 per cent 
above a year ago, while payrolls advanced 
approximately 22 per cent. New building 
construction declined seasonally, but con- 
siderable new industrial plant expansion 
projects are developing. 

Merchants report sharp upturn in retail 
trade and present indications are that the 
holiday buying will surpass that of any 
year since 1929. Department stores sales 
rose 4 per cent from the preceding week 
to widen the margin over last year by 6 
per cent. 

Utility buying continues to expand 
steadily, with indications that next year’s 
expenditures will show an increase of 30 
per cent over 1939. Nearly every electrical 
manufacturer reports a large increase in 
orders over a year ago. Allis-Chalmers 
Manufacturing Co.’s unfilled orders on 
September 30 were $18,335,726, almost 
double the amount on the comparable 
date last year. 

Electrical permits issued last week re- 
veal several sizable jobs. In a grain ele- 
vator 25 circuits, 215 lights and 48 motors 
totaling 1,400 hp. will be installed. A 
printing concern is installing 92 motors 
of 863 hp. 
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Utility Stocks and Bonds Hold Firm 





1931 1932 19353 1934 1935 1936 1937 a 


Security prices moved within a narrow range this week. No substantial changes 


occurred in the electric light and power list. 


“Electrical World” stock and bond indices 


remained unchanged—stocks at 31.7, last year 28.3: bonds at 106.1. 





Utility Securities 
Registered with SEC 


Southwestern Light & Power Co., 
Tulsa, Okla., has filed with the SEC 
a declaration covering the proposed 
issue and sale of $6,750,000 of 32 per 
cent first-mortgage bonds, series A, due 
on December 1, 1968. 

Eastern Shore Public Service Co. 
and three of its subsidiaries also filed 
documents related to intercompany and 
other transactions, one of which in- 
volves the issuance by the parent of 
$1,100,000 of first-mortgage bonds, 
series C, due in 1946, and a note of 
$1,000,000 to run for two years at 3 
per cent, the latter to be taken by the 
Chase National Bank with the bonds 
pledged as collateral. 

Pennsylvania Water & Power Co. 
has filed covering $10,900,000 of re- 
funding mortgage and collateral trust 
bonds, series due 1964, and NY PA NJ 
Utilities Co. has filed a declaration 
covering the issuance and sale of 
$26.500,000 of secured promissory 
notes to the Reconstruction Finance 
Corp. at par. 


Oppose Dividend Payments 


SEC has ordered the Associated Gas 
& Electric Corp. to show cause why the 
commission should not prevent the 
declaration or payment of further divi- 
dends out of capital or unearned sur- 
plus. The new proceeding was con- 
solidated with another, in which the 
corporation asked leave to pay interest 
on debentures. Hearings opened last 
week. 

SEC has also ordered a proceeding 
to determine why the Metropolitan Edi- 
son Co., a unit in the Associated sys- 
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tem, should not be prevented from pay- 
ing dividends on its capital stock out 
of surplus accounts. It ordered a hear- 
ing for December 11. 


New Board for Successor 
of Utilities Power 


A new board of directors for the 
Ogden Corp., successor to the Utilities 
Power & Light Corp., was designated 
by holders of debentures and preferred 
stock at a recent meeting with Harry 
N. Gottlieb, special master. 

Federal Judge William H. Holly has 
deferred to December 20 a hearing on 
confirmation of the plan for reorganiza- 
tion of Utilities Power. A dummy board 
of directors now in existence for the 
Ogden Corp. will resign when the 
plan is confirmed and the new board 
will be elected. 

Directors designated in behalf of 
holders of debentures were: 

Charles T. Adams, trustee of Utilities 
Power; Benjamin H. Brewster, general 
auditor for the Atlas Corp.; Leon Cole, 
Atlas; Morris E. Feiwell, vice-president 
American National Bank & Trust Co., 
Chicago; Archibald L. Jackson, New York, 
an attorney; Richard C. Patterson, Jr., 
Radio-Keith-Orpheum Corp., and Thomas 
P. Durell. M. L. Sindeband, consulting 
engineer, and David G. Baird, vice-presi- 
dent of Marsh & McLennan, were desig- 


nated to represent the holders of pre- 
ferred stock. 


Associated Gas May Pay 
Interest on Debentures 
SEC has granted an application in 
which the Associated Gas & Electric 
Corp. asked permission to make an 


interest payment of $560,465 on its 
1937 debentures. 
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Approval, however, was conditioned 
on the requirement that no payments 
be made directly or indirectly, and no 
evidences of indebtedness issued, by 
the Associated Gas & Electric Corp. to 
the top holding company in the sys. 
tem, Associated Gas & Electric Co., 
unless the commission is notified twenty 
days in advance. 

The commission also made clear that 
the granting of the motion was not 
intended to be construed as an adjudi- 
cation of the issues in the main pro- 
ceeding and is made without prejudice 
to any other action which the commis- 
sion may deem necessary or appropri- 
ate in this or any other proceeding. 


Preferred Dividend 
Arrears Cleared 


J. P. Pulliam, president of the Wis- 
consin Public Service Corp., announced 
recently that directors of the utility 
had voted to pay all arrears on the 
preferred stocks and had declared the 
regular quarterly preferred dividends. 
The unpaid preferred stock dividends 
amounted to $3.50, $3.25 and $3.00 
per share respectively for the Series 
A 7 per cent, Series B 6% per cent 
and Series C 6 per cent issues. Pay- 
ments on these unpaid dividends will 
be made in two equal amounts on Jan- 
uary 5 and January 20 to stockholders 
of record November 30, 1939. 

Mr. Pulliam announced that with 
the clearing up of the preferred divi- 
dends and the continuance of the re- 
sults indicated by the 1939 record, it 
was planned to restore dividends on 
the $9,000,000 of common stock on 
which nothing has been paid for six 
years. 

Holders of the three classes of pre- 
ferred stock of Central Maine Power Co. 
will receive on January 2 an extra dividend 


which will amount to one full year’s divi- 
dend on those stocks, 

Duke Power, $1.75 on common, in- 
creasing 1939 payments to $4 a share; 
last year $3. 
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Ground-Wire Bracket 


Main body casting of this bracket has 
a gropve on the outer side which holds a 
link gt a distance of 3 in. from the pole. 
Link }upports a regular suspension clamp 
for h@lding the ground wire. The link is 
free swing on the bracket and there 
is a flexible connection between the link 





“Swing-Link"’ ground-wire bracket, furnished 
three ways—without a suspension clamp, with 
a 0.46-in. clamp or with a 0.60-in. clamp. 
Ohio Brass Co., Mansfield, Ohio. 


and suspension clamp so that a ground 
wire may swing through a wide arc later- 
ally in case of a high wind. The company 
states that this arrangement also makes it 
possible to use the device in an angle 
position. Bracket is attached to the pole 
by a through-bolt and is kept from turning 
by a lag screw. 
* 


Solder Pots 


Two electrically heated solder pots for tin- 
ning small electric wires and leads; may be 
plugged into any 110-volt a.c. or d.c. outlet. 
Lectrohm, Inc., Cicero, Ill. 


These pots are single-heat units designed 
for continuous service. Each unit has a 
cast-iron pot of 13- or 2-lb. solder capacity 
mounted on a cadmium-plated steel stand. 
They are especially applicable for indi- 
vidual operator’s use in services where 
only a pound or less of solder need be 
melted as requirements demand. 


Fluorescent Auxiliary 


“Tulamp" ballast available in ratings of 15 
and 20 watts, 110-125 volts; 30 and 40 watts, 
110-125, 199-216 and 220-250 volts, 50 and 60 
cycles; for fluorescent lamps. General Elec- 
tric Co., Schenectady, N. Y. 


The new design of ballast differs from 
the older type of auxiliaries in that the 
lamp starter or switch has been removed 
from the ballast, permitting it to be 
mounted easily in another part of the 
circuit and making it accessible from the 
outside of the fixture. The ballasts make 


use of the “split-phase” principle in which 
one lamp is ballasted by reactance only 
and the other lamp by reactance and ca- 
pacitance in series. It is claimed that the 
lagging power factor of the reactance 
branch offsets the leading power factor 
of the capacitance branch, providing an 
over-all power factor above 95 per cent. 


Insulators 


A new line of switch and bus insulators. 
Porcelain Products, Inc., Parkersburg, W. Va. 


In this line the new insulators are as- 
sembled with an asphaltic compound, 
“Permalastic.” The company claims that 
this compound has a high softening point 
as well as high elasticity at low tempera- 
tures. 

* 


Power Rectifier 


Instead of having all the anodes in one 
vacuum chamber, the “Excitron” consists 
of groups of relatively small vacuum tanks, 
each containing a single anode and its 
individual cathode. Six tanks, externally 
codled by water, and the vacuum pumping 
equipment, which is connected to the tanks 
through a vacuum manifold, and the arc 
ignition and control equipment are sup- 
ported on the same frame. Due to the 





"Excitron;'' single-anode mercury-arc power 
rectifier for applications where the amount 
of headroom is limited. Allis-Chalmers Mfg. 
Co., Milwaukee, Wis. 


closer spacing between anode and its asso- 
ciate cathode than in the multi-anode type 
of rectifier, the voltage drop in the mer- 
cury arc is claimed to be reduced so that 
the efficiency is from 3 to 4 per cent 
higher in the lower-voltage brackets. 





FIND IT IN A HURRY—If you're buying 
major electrical equipment, you'll find 
names, addresses and products of lead- 
ing manufacturers conveniently listed in 
“Electrical World” Electrical Buyers Refer- 
ence. 
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Surveying Device 


This model is for use over terrain where 
it is not practical to drive a car and for 
measuring short distances where the car 


attachment (ELectricat Wortp, June 11, 
EW EQUIPMEN T* sel : 





Push model of the survey ‘'Footometer’’; 
weighs less than 10 |b.; measures distances 


from | to 100,000 ft. 
Co., San Francisco, Calif. 


iometer Service 


1938) is not practical. Meter is driven 
direct from the wheel, without any internal 


gears. 
* 


Lampholders 


New line of porcelain pull lampholders; 250 
watts, 250 volts. Bryant Electric Co., Bridge- 
port, Conn. 


The company announces a new line of 
lampholders for 34-in. and 4in. box size, 
in large diameter type and removable 
interior type without convenience outlet. 
Three other types have the convenience 


outlet. 
* 


Test Gauge 


Laboratory test gauge for checking the accu- 
racy of pressure gauges. Manning, Maxwell 
& Moore, Inc., Bridgeport, Conn. 


The company guarantees the accuracy 
of this gauge is to within one-quarter of 1 
per cent of the scale range. The outer edge 
of the dial is a mirror on which the tip of 
the pointer reflects if the user is not in 
the correct position to read the gauge accu- 
rately. The gauge has a transparent plastic 
cover which opens up the dial for reading. 


Ultraviolet Meter 


A sensitive indicating instrument for measur- 
ing ultraviolet radiations. Westinghouse 
Electric & Mfg. Co., Bloomfield, N. J. 


This instrument consists of a foot-candle 
meter, a fluorescent screen and a filter 
that is opaque to visible light but trans- 
mits ultraviolet. Radiation is transmitted 
through the filter and impinges on the flu- 
orescent screen, which glows at an inten- 
sity proportional to the energy received. 
The foot-candle meter, sensitive only to 
visible light, reacts to the fluorescent effect 
of the screen and indicates directly the 
amount of ultraviolet energy thus trans- 
formed. The meter facilitates measurement 
of the “Sterilamp’s” effectiveness during 
use in meat coolers, bakeries, etc. 
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Federal Board Authorizes 
Transfer of Properties 


Approval to the carrying out of a 
transfer of properties within the pur- 
view of the Federal Power Act, where- 
by two subsidiaries of American Gas 
& Electric Co. will acquire all of the 
electric facilities of two subsidiaries 
of American Utilities Service Co. in 
Kentucky and West Virginia, has been 
ordered by the Federal Power Com- 
mission. The utilities were given 60 
days in which to consummate the 
transaction. 

Appalachian Electric Co. was author- 
ized to acquire all of the electric facili- 
ties of Southtrn Utilties Co. in West 
Virginia for $80,000, and concurrently 
Kentucky: and West Virginia Power 
Co. was <authorized- to acquire all of 
the electric facilities of Southern Public 
Service Co. in Kentucky for $70,000. 
Southern Utilities and Southern Pub- 
lic Service are subsidiaries of American 
Utilities Service Corp. Appalachian 
Electric Power and Kentucky and West 
Virginia Power are subsidiaries of 
American Gas & Electric Co. 


Utility System Purchase 
by City Being Opposed 


The Gallup, N. M., City Council has 
taken recognition of the opposition of 
members of the newly organized Elec- 
tric Light and Power Users’ Association 
to the proposed purchase of the electric 
distribution system in the city for 
$500,000. The purchase of the facili- 
ties of the New Mexico Public Utilities 
Corp. would be financed by the issuance 
of bonds. It is claimed the price is too 
high. The Council is to have a survey 
of the properties made and determina- 
tion of their value. 


Pacific Northwest Survey 


The Pacific Northwest Regional 
Planning Commission, the Northwest 
Regional Council and the Bonneville 
Power Administration have joined in 
a broad program for a co-operative 
economic-industrial survey of the Pa- 
cific Northwest, with a view to stimulat- 
ing the area’s development through the 
use of Columbia River power. 


Seek REA Members 


The 28 REA co-operatives in Wis- 
consin have instituted a_ state-wide 
membership drive to secure more dens- 
ity per mile of line. The drive is the 
outgrowth of a recent conference held 
at Madison. 
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Sales Opportunities 


Cuicaco, Itt—Commonwealth Edison 
Co. has asked construction bids for new 
addition to Northwest generating station 
at Roscoe and California Streets, includ- 
ing alterations in present building. This 
is preparatory to installation of additional 
equipment to increase present capacity. 


Holabird & Root, 333 North Michigan ° 


Avenue, are architects; Sargent & Lundy, 
140 South Dearborn Street, are consulting 
engineers. Company has filed plans for 
extensions in Calumet power substation 
on East 100th Street, with installation of 
new transformer bank and _ accessory 
equipment. Shaw, Naess & Murphy, 82 
East Jackson Boulevard, are architects 
for last noted work. 


Hoop’ River, Ore. — Administrator, 
Bonneville Project, Department of Interior, 
Guardian Building, Portland, Ore., re- 
ceives bids until December 18 for con- 
struction of first section of transmission 
line from Hood River to The Dalles, Ore., 
including steel towers, airway beacons 
and auxiliary work, forming part of 
Bonneville transmission system. 


BurraLo, N. Y. — Allegheny-Ludlum 
Steel Corp., Oliver Building, Pittsburgh, 
Pa., plans installation of new electric 
furnace, making second such unit, motors 
and controls, conveyors, regulators, trans- 
formers and accessories, electric hoists and 
other equipment in connection with ex- 
pansion in branch plant on South Elm- 
wood Avenue, Buffalo, used for production 


of stainless steel. Cost reported over 
$500,000. 


KNoxviLLE, TeNN.—Electric Power and 
Water Board has plans maturing for 
primary and secondary lines for rural 
electrification in areas in vicinity of city 
in Knox, Jefferson, Union and neighboring 
counties, totaling about 200 miles in all, 
with power substation units and service 
facilities. Fund of $175,000 has been 
secured through federal aid. 


Omana, Nes.—Nebraska Power Co., 
Omaha, plans extensions in primary lines 
in part of Washington County for ex- 
pansion in rural electric system. Appli- 
cation has been made for permission. 


Story City, Iowa—City Council re- 
ceives bids until December 19 for exten- 
sions and improvements in municipal 
electric power plant, including installation 
of additional equipment. Ralph W. Gear- 
hart, Cedar Rapids, Iowa, is consulting 
engineer. 


Kimser_y, Nev.—Consolidated Copper- 
mines Corp., 120 Broadway, New York, 
N. Y., plans installation of transformers 
and accessories, switchgear and other 
power substation apparatus; motors and 
controls, conveyors, electric hoists, loaders 
and other equipment in proposed concen- 
trating mill in vicinity of mining proper- 
ties at Kimberly for processing ore into 
blister copper; also will install machinery 
and equipment for development of mining 
property, to provide for mill capacity of 
approximately 8000 tons of ore daily. 
Cost estimated close to $5,000,000. Ira 
B. Joralemon, 315 Montgomery Street, San 
Francisco, Calif., mining engineer, has 
been retained to make a survey and re- 
port on project. 


IpaHo Fatis, IpaAHo-—City Council is 
considering plans for a municipal hydro- 
electric power plant. Proposed to vote 
bonds for $150,000, a portion of fund to 
be used for distribution lines. 
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Trinipap, Coro.— Trinidad Electric ~ 
Transmission, Railway & Gas Co. has ap- 
proved plans for immediate extensions in 
transmission lines, totaling about 27 miles, 


PirrspurcH, Pa.—Housing Authority of 
City of Pittsburgh, Law & Finance Build- 
ing, receives bids until December 22 for 
complete electrical installation in new 
housing development in Goat and Gaz- 
zam Hills district, to be known as Ter. 
race Village II, comprising 295 buildings 
and 1,851 dwelling units. Bids for general 
erection are being asked at same time, 
Cost estimated about $11,000,000. Marlier, 
Lee, Boyd & Prack, Fulton Building, 
Pittsburgh, are architects. 


Waukon, Iowa—Common Council has 
authorized surveys and estimates of cost 
for new municipal electric power plant, — 
including appraisement of present distri- 
bution system of Interstate Power Co., 
which it is proposed to purchase and con- 
vert for municipal property. Improvements 


are planned in present lines and lighting a 


facilities. Hubbard Engineering Co., 80 — 
East Jackson Boulevard, Chicago, Ill., is — 


consulting engineer. 


Denver, Corto.—National Biscuit Co., 
449 West Fourteenth Street, New York, 
N. Y., plans installation of motors and — 
controls, conveyors and other equipment — 
in new one-story branch baking plant at 
East 40th Avenue and Steele Street, Den- 
ver. Cost estimated close to $1,000,000. 
Proposed to carry out construction early 
in 1940. An air-conditioning system will — 
be installed. Louis Wirsching, Jr., first 
noted address, is company engineer. 

AvamepA, Catir.—Bureau of Yards and 
Docks, Navy Department, Washington, 
D. C., receives bids until December 20 for 
power substation at Naval Air Station, 
Alameda, including transformers and com- — 
plete accessory equipment (Specifications — 
9437). 


St. Cioup, Mrinn.—Northern States 
Power Co., Minneapolis, Minn., St. Cloud 


Division, has plans under way for new — 


addition to steam-electric generating plant 
at St. Cloud, 60x 120 feet, with installa- 
tion of new 7,500-kw. turbine-generator 
unit and accessories, boiler and auxiliary 
equipment. Also will make extensions in 
switchyard and transmission lines. Pro- 
posed to carry out work next spring. Cost 
estimated close to $600,000. 

Soutu Benn, Inp.—Bendix Aviation Co., 
South Bend, plans installation of motors 
and controls, conveyors, electric hoists, 
regulators and other equipment in connec- 
tion with expansion and improvements in 
aviation apparatus manufacturing plants 
in different of country during next 
eight months. An _ appropriation of 
$2,000,000 has been authorized for entire 
program. 

Huntincton, Inp.—Board of Public 
Works is arranging immediate call for ~ 
bids for extensions and improvements in — 
municipal power plant, previously referred — 
to in these columns, including installation 
of new electric generator unit and auxil- — 
iary equipment. ; 
Architects & Builders Building, Indian- ~ 
apolis, Ind., are consulting engineers. a 

Parts, TeEnN.—Board of Public Utilities — 
is completing plans for extensions in ~ 
primary and secondary lines for service in — 
rural districts\in vicinity of city, includ- — 
ing power substation facilities. Cost about — 
$140,000. Financing has been arranged 
through federal aid. 
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